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From Kodansha USA : The Kodansha Kanji Usage Guide: An A to Z of Kun Homophones  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Kodansha Kanji Usage Guide: An A to 
Z of Kun Homophones: 

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. seems like a great buyBy D. ChienAt first glance, seems like a great 
buy. Learn how to use different kanji for the situation hand. But then, realize after buying it, no explaination 
sometimes when only two or more kanji are listed, without any explanation differentiating them!? In these cases, you 
know there are alternatives, but you must look up the differences in another dictionary. My copy is sitting unused as a 
result.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Japan1Was exactly as described.0 of 11 people 
found the following review helpful. Awesome!By Ar. EigerVERY helpful!

Kun homophones — native-Japanese words that are pronounced alike but are written with different kanji, and often 
differ in meaning — pose a particular challenge to students at the intermediate level. Words like noboru or kaeru, for 
example, can be written with several different kanji, each contributing a distinct shade of meaning. The often-subtle 
nuances conveyed by kanji confuse even Japanese people, and very few dictionaries provide good guidance on kanji 
usage.The Kodansha Kanji Usage Guide is a new type of reference work that enables learners to deepen their 
understanding of how kun homophones are used in contemporary Japanese. The first Japanese-English resource 
devoted exclusively to kun homophones, the book presents detailed usage articles that show the differences and 
similarities for 675 homophone groups, or 1590 kanji headings — the vast majority of single-character kun 
homophones in current use.With headwords arranged in Japanese a-i-ue-o order and thousands of illustrative examples 
of kanji in context, the Usage Guide is at once a dictionary and a manual—an all-around resource for clarity on kanji 
used in kun homophones. Armed with this unique guide, learners will discover in kanji new meanings they never knew 
existed, and learn to write Japanese more articulately than ever before.

About the AuthorJack Halpern is the CEO of The CJK Dictionary Institute (CJKI) in Japan. The institute is one of the 
world’s prime sources for CJK (Chinese, Japanese, and Korean) dictionaries, and specializes in compiling 
comprehensive CJK and Arabic lexical databases. A lexicographer by profession, Halpern has spent more than thirty-
five years compiling dictionaries. He is the editor in chief of The Kodansha Kanji Dictionary and the bestselling 
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